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TAE following Sermon makes no pretenſion 
| to originality, It claims no merit whatever, 
but that which ariſes from the Truths it endea- 
vours to inculcate. Originating merely in a 
local circumſtance, it cannot expect any extenſive 
circulation or uſefulneſs. It was preached by 
the defire of a poor Criminal, who wiſhed others 
to be warned by his example; — according to the 
uſual apology, it is publiſhed at the requeſt of 
ſome friends who heard it;—and ſhould God be 
pleaſed to mahe it a mean of correfling the morals, 
or of promoting the eternal intereſts of a ſingle 
individual, the Author will rejoice that he has 
yielded to their wiſhes, 
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Civil Magistracy Defended. 


* 
1/ SAM. 2. 25. F one man fin againſt another, the 
judge ſhall judge him: but if à man fin againſt the 
Lord, who ſhall entreat for him? 


— — 


Born natural and revealed religion require 
us to venerate the name of God, and to promote 
the ſocial happineſs of our fellow-men. The 
original conſtitution of man, being formed in the 
moral image of his Maker, would naturally diſpoſe 
him to purſue theſe two great duties with a kind 
of ſacred pleaſure and delight. Very little of this 
holy propenſity is diſcovered in the world at pre- 
ſent. Sin hath ſo depraved the human nature, 
that man is now become an enemy to man, and 
dares even to rebel againſt the Majeſty of Heaven : 
He is ready to trample both on the laws of God 
and of ſociety, if either the one or the other 
ſhould ſeem to thwart his preſent intereſts or 


inclination. Daily obſervation affords us many 
| | awful 
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awful inſtances of this: And, the word of God, 
in the moſt pointed terms, aſſerts the melancholy 
fact.“ The paſſage, which I have juſt recom- 
mended to your ſerious attention, refers to this 
diſordered ſtate of morals; and is deſigned to 
correct it. | 


There are two caſes ſuppoſed in the text. 


A rule of direction is given for the one; and a 


ſolemn exclamation is founded upon the other. 
The former is the caſe of ſins againſt ſociety, 


ef one man fin againſt another.“ The direction 


given in this caſe is, © the judge ſhall judge him.“ 
ine word here rendered the Fudge, is Aleim, or 
Elchim, a term uſually applied to, and generally 
tranſlated Gop. According to the learned PARK - 
HURST, it literally ſignifies, perſons who are under 


the obligation of an oath. It is applied to God, 


to expreſs the covenant and oath by which the 


Father, the Word, and the Spirit, have bound 


themſelves for the redemption of guilty men. 
But it is ſometimes applied, as in the text, to 
Kings, Princes, and Civil Magiſtrates of every 


deſcription, f becaule, in their official capacity, 


they 
* Romans 1. 29, 30, 31.—ili. 10—18.—viii. 7. 
I This idea we ought to annex to the term God, wherever we 
read it in the Old Teſtament Scriptures. 


tThus the word is applied, Pſalms Ixxxii. 6. Concerning 
princes or magiſtrates, the pſalmiſt there declares, “ ſaid ye are 


gods ; the word there rendered gods, is the ſame as the text calls 


7 
they are the repreſentatives of God, as the moral 


governor of the univerſe; and, like him, bound 


by covenant and by oath, to protect the liberties, 
and to promote the welfare of their ſubjects. 
Agreeably to their office, the text ordains, * if 
one man fin againſt another, the judge ſhall 
judge him,” that is, he ſhall come between the 
parties as a kind of mediator; Þ ſhall examine 
the cauſe, and execute judgment according to 
the light of evidence, and the rules of equity. 


The latter caſe here referred to is that of a 
man's ſinning againſt the Lord. On this ſuppo- 
ſition, Eli exclaims, „Who ſhall entreat for 
him?“ who ſhall undertake his cauſe, and medi- 
ate between the criminal and God ? 


In attempting to improve the preſent ſolemnity, 
I ſhall, as the text naturally directs me, in the firſt 
place, endeavour to vindicate the propriety of 
judicial proceedings againſt thoſe who tranſgreſs 
the laws of ſociety; and then, lead- your atten- 
tion from criminals of this deſcription to the de- 
plorable condition of thoſe who ſin againſt the 
Lori. ..- There 


the Judge. See the proper meaning and application of the term 
illuſtrated in Catcott's excellent Affize Sermon, entitled, The 
Stpreme and Inferior Elabim. 


{This ſcems to be the primary. meaning of the word, for it is 


the ſame as is rendered in the latter part of the text, entreat, except > 


that it is there in a different conjugation. 
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There are various claſſes of ſins againſt ſociety: 
Such as have a tendency to injure the realm, or 
the nation at large; and ſuch as ſtrike at the cha- 
racter, the property, the perſon of an individual 
in particular. When we attempt to vindicate the 

propriety of judicial proceedings againſt thoſe 
who are charged with ſuch offences, we ought to 
do it with tenderneſs. At firſt view, humanity 
revolts at the idea of men ſitting in judgment on 
their fellow-men: And indeed, were this to be 
done in an arbitrary manner, without any charge 
of criminality, or without a fair trial, it would 
then be wicked tyranny, which we might juſtly 
execrate. But, in the caſe here ſuppoſed, when 
one man has innocently ſuffered by another; the 
appointment and interference of the civil magi- 
ſtrate may be juſtified on the moſt unexception- 
able grounds. | 


The cauſe of morality requires it. The ſtern 
authority of civil juſtice has a tendency to reſtrain 
the exceſſes of iniquity, and, in ſome meaſure, 
to regulate the conduct of ſociety. Immorality in- 
l] | deed abounds, and will abound under the ſtricteſt, 
I] the ſevereſt edicts that human policy can deviſe; 
but how much more if theſe were not enacted! 


| We may add, the good of ſociety demands 
| the inſtitution and the exerciſe of judicial autho- 
| 
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rity in caſe of civil offences. It is a meaſure of 
public utility, without which, the whole body of 
ſociety would be left an unprotected prey to mer- 
cileſs individuals. It is painful to form an in- 
ſtitution that may operate againſt a ſingle mem- 
ber of the community; but the public good muſt 
be conſulted before the indulgence of a private 
and lawleſs individual; and, if neceſſary, one muſt 
be ſacrificed to the other. Were not this prin- 
ciple of policy attended to, the moſt painful 
| breaches might be made on the peace of nations, 
families, and individuals, without any proper 
means of prevention or redreſs; and anarchy and 
barbariſm would follow as the inſeparable conſe- 
quents of ſuch neglect. 


Beſides, compaſſion for criminals themſelves 
would plead for the conſtitution and interference 
of judicial authority in caſe of ſins againſt ſociety. 
I ſay, compaſſion for criminals themſelves would 
dictate the propriety of ſuch a meaſure; as it is a 
merciful proviſion againſt perſonal revenge, which 
would generally fall much more heavily and ſe- 
verely on the culprit, than the cool, unprejudiced 
_ deciſion of the civil magiſtrate. Judicial autho- 
rity will not ſuffer a perſon, who ſuppoſes him- 
ſelf to be injured, to be the immediate avenger of 
his own cauſe, but obliges him to ſubmit the caſe 
to the trial and determination of a diſintereſted 
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party: And thus, whilſt it is the guardian of ſo- 
ciety, and open to the proſecutor, it mildly pro- 
tects the criminal till fairly convicted, and even 
then proportions his ſentence. 


But finally, the inſtitution of civil magiſtracy, 
and the right of judicial procedure in ſuch caſes, 
are founded in the will of God. Whatever has a 
tendency to promote the good of ſociety, we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe, mult meet the approba- 
tion of God: This is one neceſſary mean of pro- 
moting it; it muſt therefore be agreeable to his 
will. But the divine Right of civil magiſtracy 
is ſupported not merely by inference: It is the 
expreſs and poſitive appointment of God, as ap- 
pears from ſeveral parts both of the Old and New 
Teſtament.* It is God who ordains the law in 
the text, „If one man ſin againſt another, the 5 


judge ſhall judge him.“ By ſuch an inſtitution, 


; God 


* Deut. xxv. I, 2.—Xvii. 8,—13. 1 Pet. it. 13, 14, 15. 
Rom. xili. 1.7. 


* 


In the exerciſe of judicial authority, the penalty ought always 
to be in proportion to the oflence. But thoſe, who are diſpoſęd 
to criticiſe on the ſentence of the magiſtrate, ſhould ever re- 
member that the demerit of a crime is not always to be determin- 
ed by the magnitude of the offence, ſeparately conſidered. A 
crime, comparatively ſmall in itſelf, may be rendered very 
aggravating by circumſtances. Thus, when legal prohibition is 
peculiarly notorious; when the crime may be committed with 
eaſe, and is detected with difficulty z when it is committed with 
aTociates ; when it ſtrikes at the trade and ſupport of the neigh - 
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God not only deſigns to promote the peace of 
ſociety, but alſo to mark the evil of ſin, to re- 
preſent its dangerous conſequences, and to warn 


us of a more awful bar, before which we muſt 


ſoon appear. Whilſt we juſtify the penalty in- 
flicted on thoſe who tranſgreſs the laws of ſociety, 
we ought to lament their fate. To be exhibited 
as public ſpectacles of guilt, and plunged into 


eternity by a violent and ignominious death, are 


circumſtances which demand the tear of pity and 
compaſſion, eſpecially when the poor convict ap- 
pears affected with his guilt, and reprobates Eis 
former conduct. 


But, if the ſituation of ſuch be diſtreſſing.— 
Let me now lead your attention from criminals of 
this deſcription, to the deplorable condition of 
thoſe who ſin againſt the Lord. The text riſes in 
a very ſtriking manner from the one kind of tranſ- 
greſſors to the other. If one man fin againſt 
another, the judge ſhall judge him; but if a man 
ſin againſt the Lord, who ſhall entreat for him?“ 
You may have been ſo far preſerved from break- 
ing the laws of your country, as to eſcaye the 


cenſure of the civil magiſtrate ; but now we are 
entering 


bourhood; when it is united with daring effrontery ; or, has been 
often repeated, &c. Such circumſtances as theſe aggravate the 
offence, and require a heavier penalty to prevent the commiſſion 
of it, 


$ 
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entering on a general caſe. Not an individual 
among us ſtands exempt from the charge of hav- 
ing ſinned againſt God. We are naturally and 
\ neceſſarily under his moral government. He has 
iſſued his Law, and commands us, on pain of 
eternal death, to yield perfect, invariable, and 
unceaſing obedience to it, in thought, word, and 
deed. But, have we yielded that kind and degree 
of obedience which God demands ? Have we not 
all ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God ? 
Let me entreat you, as individuals, to examine 
the matter ſeriouſly as in the preſence of God. 
Have you not neglected many known duties? 
Have you not broken many of God's expreſs com- 
mands? Have you not frequently abuſed the boun- 
ties of his providence, and the privileges he has 
indulged you with? Have not your profeſſed ſer- 
vices of God been often mixed with thoughtleſs 
irreverence, and perhaps with vile hypocriſy ? 
Have not ſome of you lived in the moſt awful 
abominations? Does not the voice of conſcience 
teſtify againſt you in ſome, perhaps in all of theſe 
particulars? Turn your attention then from the 
poor unhappy victim, who, for ſinning againſt his 
fellow-men, has fallen a ſacrifice to the laws of his 
country; turn, I ſay, your eye from him, and 
commiſerate your own unhappy caſe. He had 
ſinned againſt his fellow- men, and the judge hath 


judged 


13 
judged him; but if a man ſin againſt the Lord, 
as you have done, who ſhall entreat for him? 


How very expreſſive and ſignificant is this ex- 
clamation when. ſeriouſly conſidered ! It implies 
that a perſon plunges himſelf into a more deplora- 
ble condition by ſinning againſt the Lord, than 
he can poſſibly do by ſinning againſt his fellow- 
men. This does not extenuate the evil of fins 
againſt ſociety. In one reſpect, they are doubly 
aggravating ; as they are ultimately againſt God 
himſelf, as well as immediately againſt man. But, 
conſidered diſtinctly, fins againſt the Lord are 
more heinous in their nature, and more alarming 
in their conſequences. The criminality of an 
oſfence riſes in proportion to the dignity of the 
perſon againſt whom it is committed. If it be 
criminal then to offend a fellow-worm ; how much 
more ſo to ſin againſt the Lord of heaven and 
carth! It is as impoſlible to conceive the malignity 
of ſuch a crime, as it is to comprehend the infinite 
glorics of that God, againſt whom it is committed. 
If ſins againſt ſociety deſerve righteous retribution; 
how much more do thoſe which are levelled 
againſt the authority of God; and how incon- 
ceivably more dreadful the deſerved penalty muſt 
be! The ſentence of the civil magiſtrate for ſins 
againſt ſociety can extend only to the body, and 
the natural life of the culprit ; but fins againſt 

the 
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the Lord expoſe both the body and the ſoul to 
the dreadful ſentence of, Depart, ye curfed, into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
W 


But, let us liſten again to this ſolemn exclama- 
tion in the text. How very ſtrongly it expreſſes 
the ſinner's need of a Mediator! If a man ſin 
againſt the Lord, who ſhall entreat for him? 
Who ſhall undertake his cauſe and plead in his 
behalf? It loudly intimates, that, without a 
Mediator, there is no poſſibility of eſcaping the 
dreadful conſequences of ſin. This is a truth which 
ſtands confirmed at the bar both of reaſon and of 
revelation. If we have ſinned againſt the Lord 
but once, the law has denounced its ſentence 
againſt us, $ and the character of God, as the 
Moral Governor of the univerſe, requires him to 
ſee the ſentence executed. Vindictive juſtice is 
an eſſential property of God, and he cannot 
withold its claims without denying himſelf, and 
acting contrary to his nature. What then can 
be done in this caſe? Can we hide or extenuate 
our guilt? By no means. —Can we, by the force 
of our arm, reſiſt the ſentence? Impoſſible.— 

Can 


+ Matt. xxv. 41. 


* Sce the doctrine of a Mediator between God and man ably 


Sefended in Butler's analogy of natural and revealed religion. 
9 Gal. Ul. 10 Jam. ii. 10. 


» 
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Can we repair the breach by future repentance 
and reformation? Theſe are proper and neceſ- 
ſary as acts of duty; but they can no more repeal 
the ſentence of the law againſt us, than the pro- 
feſſed penitence of the poor unhappy Convict, 
whoſe death we lately witneſſed, could diſannul 
the ſentence paſſed on him. We can make no 
perſonal atonement for our fins but by death, 
eternal death. Without a Mediator then we 
unavoidably periſh. How anxiouſly ſhould we 
enquire after one to entreat for us: The con- 
vinced conſcience cannot but do ſo. 


Impreſſed with a conviction of our need of a 
Mediator if we have ſinned againſt the Lord, let 
us once more attend to the exclamation here 
recorded. Does it not very emphatically inſinuate, 
that the proviſion of a ſuitable Mediator, in this 
caſe, is a difficult taſk? Eli ſpeaks here as one 
driven to the laſt extremity. Who ſhall intreat 
for the man that has ſinned againſt the Lord? As 
if he had ſaid, is it poſſible to find one who can 
ſucceſsfully plead in his behalf? In the proviſion 
of a ſuitable Mediator between God and man, 
inſuperable diſficulties ariſe, from the greatneſs 
of our guilt ;—from the Majeſty of God ;—and 
eſpecially from the holineſs and juſtice of God. 
Such is the ſtrictneſs of divine Juſtice, that we 
might reaſonably queſtion whether it would 

| admit 
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admit of a Mediator? It did not when the angels 
ſinned : And what reaſon have we to ſuppoſe it 
ſhould be more favourable to us? But if it do 
admit of a Mediator in our behalf, it neceſſarily 
requires ſuch qualifications in his character; + 
and ſuch tremendous and arduous conditions to 
render his Mediation effeQtual ; that we might 
juſtly deſpair of ever finding one among men or 
angels who could undertake our cauſe with 
ſucceſs. Juſtice requires that he ſhould ſuffer the 
penalty of our ſins, and pay the rigid ſatisfaction, 
death for death.] It requires alſo, that he ſhould 
ſo renew our natures that we may be effectually 
diſpoſed to ſubmit to the moral government of 
God, and to ſerve him in holinefs and righteouſ- 
neſs all the days of our life. Where ſhall we find 
one willing and able to anſwer theſe demands ? 


For aught the light of nature can diſcover, it is a 


deſperate caie. But, in this extremity, God 
has magnified his wiſdom and his mercy in pro- 
viding and revealing a glorious Mediator, on 
whom ſinners may depend with ſafety. Jeſus 
Chriſt is exhibited unto us in the Scriptures as 
ſuſtaining this character.“ He is declared to be 
both God and man in one perſon, and thereby 
eminently qualified for his Mediatorial office and 


work. 5 


Having 
+ Heb. vii. 26. || Heb. ix. 22. 
1 Tim. ii. 5. F Jobn i. 1,—14. Phil. ii. 6, 7. 
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Having undertaken to ſtand as Mediator between 
God and his ſinful people, he charged himſelf 
with their guilt ; ſuffered in their ſtead ; and put 
away their ſins by the ſacrifice of hunſelf.* In 
virtue of his atonement he is now pleading, in 
the court of Heaven, for the ſalvation of guilty 
criminals. Such is the efficacy of his medi- 
ation, that, in conſequence of it, the forgiveneſs 
of ſins, and ſalvation, in its fulleſt extent, are 
graciouſly proclaimed, and communicated to the 
moſt abandoned tranſgreſſors; to thoſe who have 
ſinned both againſt God and man. | Looking 
unto Jeſus, we can anſwer to the exclamation in 
the text. On his Mediation, as guilty ſinners, we 
muſt fix our hope. Through him there is acceſs 
to and fellowſhip with God ;+ neither is there 
ſalvation in any other : for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we muſt be ſaved. 5 


Before I conclude, it may be expected that I 
ſhould ſay ſomething reſpecting the poor unhappy 
Criminal, whoſe execution gave occaſion to this 
diſcourſe. I had the opportunity of viſiting him 

frequently 


* If. Iii. 5, 6. 1 Tit. ii. 24.—1 Pet. iii. 18. Eph. v. 2. 1 John iv. 9, 10. 
| t Heb. ix. 24-—X. 12, 13, I14-—Vl. 25. 1 John ii. 1. 
Accs xiii. 38, 39. John iii. 14, 15, 16. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, It. 
| + Eph. ii, 18.—Heb. x, 19—22. 
John xiv. 6—AQs iv. 12.—1 Cor, iii. 17. 
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frequently, during his conſinement; and conſider 
myſelf extremely obliged to the Magiſtrates of 
this town for granting me every indulgence, in 
this reſpect, that I could poſſibly defire. Obſer- 
vation convinces us, that the ſudden appearances 
of religious impreſſions are often deceitful 
ariſing from circumſtances only, and not from a 
real change of heart. I cannot therefore ſpeak 
poſitively reſpecting the eternal ſtate of the man 
but, in the judgment of Charity, I verily believe 
that he died a penitent Believer, and that his 


ſoul aſcended from the Gallows into Glory. 


The firſt time I viſited him he ſeemed to ex- 
perience ſome impreſſive concern for his ſoul. 
The awe of eternity, and the neceſlity of a divine 
change appeared to dwell with great force upon 
his mind. Aſking him if he thought much of 
Death? No; faid he, I think little of that: My 
thoughts are upon ETERNITY. 


Eternity has oft an awful ſound, even at a 
diſtance : But how tremendous mult it be to thoſe 
who ſee themſelves upon its brink, and . juſt 
plunging into its boundleſs abodes ! It was ſo to 
him. Its dreadful proſpect drowned the thoughts 
of death.—In anſwer to an enquiry, whether he 
thought he was prepared for that eternity which 
he contemplated ? he replied, with ſome degree of 

| earneſtneſs; 
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earneſtneſs; No: I am certain, that, except God 
change my heart, I can never get to heaven. 


Still IT entertained ſuſpicions leſt theſe ſenſations 
were excited only by a reflection on his melan- 
choly ſituation. But, in my ſubſequent viſits, 
which were twice a day till his execution, I 
diſcovered increaſing evidences of a divine change 
wrought in his ſoul, 


Among other favourable ſymptoms, his con- 
feſſion was open and unreſerved. He not only 
acknowledged the crime for which he ſuffered, 
but lamented his general conduct; frequently 
exclaiming, ] have been a very wicked creature; 
I deſerve to ſuffer not only all that man, but all 
that God himſelf can inflict. 


As a natural conſequence of this conviction, 
he was often and earneſt with God in prayer. He 
informed me that he ſpent the whole of his two 
laſt nights in this exerciſe, without putting off 
his clothes: And the Governor of the priſon, 
who treated him with the greateſt tenderneſs, 
heard him thus engaged in his cell, on both theſe 
nights, but eſpecially on the latter, with {ſtrong 
crying and tears. 


A reflection on his paſt ſinful life ſeemed to 
have 
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have the happy effect of teaching him his need 
of a Mediator; and of obliging him to renounce 
all dependence on his own merit for ſalvation. 


He frequently declared that he had no hope but 
in the free mercy of God through Chriſt. 


He often expreſſed an anxious deſire of know- 
ing that his ſins were forgiven, and that God was 
reconciled to him; but enjoyed very little of this 
happy aſſurance. He was not, indeed, without 
hope; but this hope was generally languid, and 
often interrupted by deſponding concluſions; but 
it brightened , eſpecially toward the laſt. The 
circumſtance of the dying Thief oft afforded him 
peculiar encouragement and comtort. 


I remarked, with much pleaſure, the concern 
he ſeemed to have for the ſouls of others. In 
one of my prayers with him, I was requeſting that 
others might be warned by his example; and oh! 
with what earneſtneſs he repeated the petition, 
crying, God, grant it! Oh! that it may be ſo! 
He expreſſed many ſimilar deſires too whilſt I was 
drawing up his confeſſion. 


During my laſt viſit, on the morning of his 
execution, he poſſeſſed aſtoniſhing compoſure, as 
he did indeed to the very laſt, and, in the face of 


a violent and ſhameful death, he bleſſed God for 


being 
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being ſo early detected in his iniquity; and 
eſpecially for being indulged with ſo long a ſpace 
for reflection, after his ſentence. In this temper, 
he was brought to the tree, and was turned off, 
praying and hoping for mercy. 

Let not the favorable account we have given of 
this dying criminal, encourage any perſons to 
follow his example, in expectation of that mercy 
which we hope he found. Such preſumption 
would be dreadful and dangerous in the extreme. 
If he died a penitent Believer, it was a miracle of 
mercy which rarely occurs. Many are given up, 
in ſuch circumſtances, to final -impenitence and 
hardneſs of heart; and die condemned both by 
God and man. Thoſe who continue in fin be- 
, cauſe the Grace of God hath abounded to others, 
have the greateſt reaſon to fear that this will be 
their unhappy caſe; and that their iniquitoug 
courſe will harden and ruin them eternally. 


The fate of this malefactor ſpeaks loudly to 
parents. Your children have depraved natures, 
and are ſurrounded with temptations, that may 
bring them to the ſame ignominious death. How 
neceſſary then is it to plead with God in their 
behalf; and to bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord! By neglecting their 
religious education, you virtually eacourage them 
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in fin ; you bring judgments on your family, as 
Eli did; + Yea, by this negle& you contribute to 
the damnation of your children's ſouls. Warn 
them then of fin; inſtruct them in the diſtin- 
guiſhing doctrines of the Goſpel ; and habituate 
them to read the word of God. * 


Let the example of this unhappy youth be a 
warning to perſons in general, and to young per- 
ſons in particular, Flee from the firſt temptations 
to evil. Sin is of a progreſſive nature; and the 
commiſſion of one crime naturally leads to ano-. 
ther. Beware of thoſe prevailing fins which in 
itiated this poor young man into the habits of 
vice, and brought him to his unhappy end. He. 
attributed his ruin to ſabbath-breaking, drunken- 
neſs, bad company, and eſpecially to bad women. 
I ſhall never forget the impreſſive manner in which 
he ſpoke of the laſt. O! ſaid he, it would have 
been well for me if I had never ſeen one of thoſe 
creatures: I do believe they are the cauſe of 
bringing almoſt every one to the gallows who 
dies there,” How many there are who live in 
| Me this 

＋ i Sam. 3. 11.14. 

It was the misfortune of the poor criminal who lately ſuffered, 
that he could not read at all, The labouring poor enjoy greater 
advantages in this reſpect, than his parents did. The inſtitution 
of Sunday Schools affords an opportunity of inſtruction to thoſe 


who cannot pay for it; and will be an auful witneſs againſt thoſe 
parents who ſuffer their children to remain untaught. 
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this deteſtable ſin of whoredom! Such perſons 
have need to tremble at its conſequences. Per- 
haps it may not bring them to the gallows : But 
let them remember, WHOREMONGERS AND ADUL=- 
TERERS GOD WILL JUDGE. 


Finally, let thoſe who have been preſerved from 
ſins againſt ſociety, and have eſcaped the cenſure 
of the civil magiſtrate, be thankſul to God for 
his preventing care, and ſeriouſly refle& on their 
criminality as perſons who have tranſgreſſed the 
laws of God. Your caſe, in this reſpect, is aw- 
ful ; but it is not deſperate. A Mediator is ap- 
pointed, who is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all 
who come unto God by him. May God merci- 
fully impreſs your hearts with a ſenſe of your 
great need of him ;—diſpoſe you to depend ex- 
cluſively on the virtue of his facrifice, obedience, 
and interceſſion for your acceptance with God ;— 
and thus, intereſted in his mediation, may you 
be prepared for the bar of final judgment, and 
meet the bliſsful ſentence of“ Come, ye bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world.” Even 
ſo, AMEN. 
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